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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EINV 

SUB J : OPIC PROGRAMS IN SINGAPORE 

REF: STATE 187692 

1 . AT NATIONAL DAY RECEPTION AUGUST 10, 1 ENCOUNTERED FINANCE 
MINISTER HON SUI SEN AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BOARD CHAIRMAN 
NGIAM TONG DOW AND PASSED ALONG GIST OF PARAS 2 THROUGH 5 

OF REFTEL. BOTH WERE GRATEFUL FOR THIS INFORMATION, AND HON, 

AT LEAST, INDICATED THAT HE HAD EITHER NOT HEARD FROM RESULTS 
OF AMBASSADOR COOMARASWAMY’S AUGUST 2 MEETING OR HAD NOT YET 
BEEN BRIEFED ON IT BY FOREIGN MINISTRY. 

2. HON SUI SEN ALSO COMMENTED IN RESPONSE TO MY REMARKS CON- 
CERNING PARA 5 OF REFTEL THAT "THIS MEANS THAT THE U.S. REALLY 
INTENDS TO STAY ON IN ASIA". 

3. NEITHER HON SUI SEN NOR NGIAM TONG DOW INDICATED ANY KNOW- 
LEDGE OF THOUGHT BEING GIVEN TO POSTPONE US-ASEAN ECONOMIC 
CONSULTATIONS. HOLDRIDGE 
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